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Man. house finally passes gay rights 


WINNIPEG (CP) — Sunrise greeted 
the bloodshot eyes of members of the 
Manitoba legislature Friday moming as 
they ended the five-month 1987 session 
with a marathon 16-hour sitting. 

They left the chamber at 5:25 a.m. 
CDT, after spending most of their time 
debating one bill, a controversial new 
Human Rights Code that extends 
protection to homosexuals. Similar 


- legislation exists in Quebec, Ontario and 
* the Yukon. 

A last-minute change in the bill helped 
it win unanimous support in the New 
Democratic Party government caucus. A 
clause was added to state the legislation 
wasn’t ‘comdemning oor condoning 
homosexuality, satisfying backbenchers 
Jim Walding and Don Scott who 
expressed qualms about gay rights. 


New Democrats hold 30 of 57 seats in 
the legislature, Progressive Conservatives 
hold 26 seats and Liberal Leader Sharon 
Carstairs is her party's sole 
representative. She voted for the bill. 

But even with the new clause, Tories 
fought it to the end saying it would jam 
an objectionable lifestyle down the 
throats of decent citizens and further the 
spread of AIDS. 


Fear blocks rights: gay spokesman 


By BOB BOEHM 

Journal Staff Writer 

Alberta politicians won’t extend 
human-rights protection to homo- 
sexuals . because they fear a 
.dramatic increase in the number of 
gays and the incidence.of AIDS,.a 


gay rights spokesman charged 


riday. 

Tém Edge, spokesman for the 
Gay and Lesbian Awareness 
(GALA) civil rights group in Ed- 
‘monton, said gays have been 
pressing provincial Tories for 
years to add a “sexual preference” 
clause to Alberta’s Individual’s 
Rights Protection Act. 

_ The act does not prohibit dis- 
crimination on the basis of sexual 
orientation. - 

Edge was commenting after the 
passage in Manitoba Friday of a 
new Human Rights Code that ex- 
tends protection to homosexuals. 

“We're not really looking for 
special treatment in front of the 
law,” Edge said. 

“We're simply looking for some 
guarantees for the same kind of 
opportunities and the same sort of 
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treatment that heterosexual people 
. . . take for granted.” 


Enshrining gay rights would not 


lead to an increase in the number 
of gays and lesbians, Edge said, 
but might allow those fearful 
they'll lose jobs or be discrimi- 
nated against to “come out of the 
closet.” i 

He said AIDS does not respect 
morals or sexuality, and could vic- 
timize heterosexuals and homosex- 
uals alike. \ 

“The fact that you make it diffi- 
cult to fire a person because of 
their sexual preference does not 
mean the disease (AIDS) is going 
to spread,” he said, calling Alberta 
politicians’ attitudes “out of date.” 

In Manitoba, the bill was finally 
passed early Friday morning after 
a clause was added to state the leg- 
islation wasn’t condemning or 
condoning homosexuality. 

Manitoba now joins Ontario, 
Quebec and the Yukon as prov- 
inces and territories with gay- 
rights legislation. : 


For .the past two years, the 
provincial Tories have ignored rec- 
ommendations from the Alberta 
Human Rights Commission to in- 
clude a sexual preference clause, 
he said. 

Labor Minister Ian Reid, also 
responsible for the commission, 
could not be reached for comment 
Friday. 

Edge recounted several inci- 
dents of gays being discriminated 
against in the past couple of years. 

In one case, he said, a man was 
fired from his job in a group home 
after an anonymous caller told the 
home’s director the man was gay. 

Although the incident was re- 
ported to the Alberta Human 
Rights Commission, officers didn’t 
have the mandate to investigate, 
he said. 

Edge said landlords will not rent 
to two single men whom they sus- 
pect are gay, but heterosexual cou- 
ples can rent without any proof of 
marriage. 


MANITOBA LEGISLATES GAY RIGHTS 


The following article was written by 
Don McNamee for Perceptions July issue. 


Last iss we brought tc your attention ° 


uvat fianitoba was discussing amendments 
to its Human Rights code. The debate began 
in the Winnipet Free Press on June 2 and 
has become open warfare. July 2 saw the 
\publication of "No need to fear homosexual 
rights" a sane presentation that obviously 
few in Manitoba read or remembered. Since 
July 9, there have been daily charges and 
counter-charges that range from the rational 
to the "Ignorance is merciless" trend of 
attack and overkill. 


June 1 was the first reading of the new 
‘bill (47) and July 8 was the second reading 


that prompted the above front page cutline. 
Jim Walding and Don Scott told the house 


New Democrats 
oppose plan 
, for gay rights 


the homosexual protection clause in the 


Proposed Human Rights Code was immoral. 
The standing in the house is 30 NDP, 26 
‘Conservatives and one Liberal. The speaker 
of the house is one of the 30 NDP. Walding 
joined the 23 Tories to vote against the 
‘bill after second reading. Scott voted 
with 25 NDP colleages and Liberal Leader 
Sharon Carstairs. If the two NDP vote with 
‘the Tories that would mean 28 against and 
27 NDP and 1 Liberal for Bill 47 and the 


Speaker would have to vote to break the 


tie. 


Scott said he has mot decided how he will 
vote on the bill in the final stage but 
Walding siad the caucus can decide what 
it wants, however, "I have no intention 
to vote for the bill unless they change 
the clause equating homosexual and deterosex- 
ual lifestyles." Attorney General Roland 
Penner stated that Bill 47 does not equate 
the two lifestyles. The bill says "sexual 
‘orientation means heterzsexual, homosexual 
or bisexual, and refers only to consenting 
adults acting within the law." 


Reproduced by permission 


That the bill is poorly drafted with general- 
ities and vaque phrases is common knowledge. 


Therefore, the July 10 headline "Rights. 
defence to be extended to gay youths/Penner 
vous amendments to bill" added more fuel 
to the fire. Penner said the bill will 
be changed to amend the code to protect 
homosexuals under 18. Further, Penner said 
the government would remove wording that 
implied protection for only sexually active 
gays. 


Three days of emotionally charged public 
hearings then began with presentations by 
individuals speaking alone or on _ behalf 
of women, homosexuals, community, lobby 
and church groups. While a committee sched- 
ule showed 84 presentations were expected 
it has been said that the final number was 
closer to 200 and that those ‘for’ were 
considerably outnumbered by those ‘against’. 


IGNORANCE IS'MERCILESS 


With the floodgates now open many prepost- 
erous positions came to the fore. It was 
said that many of the positions should not 
be made credible by giving an answer and - 
others disagreed because they felt that 
gross ignorance and fantasized fears were 
rampant. One pro-lobby group pointed out. 
that it must be changed and passed because * 
"youths can be the most vulnerable to dis- 
crimination...[and that] it also -fails 
to protect children of gay and lesbian par- 
ents from similar discrimination." It was 
pointed out that we must not confuse sexual 
orientation with sexual activity, since 
the former is often known long before someone 
has sexual experience. Penner said the 


definition would b= altered to oprotect 
people of all ages. 


< 


A group represenitine young homosexuals also 
presented a stetement. Stephen Fedorowich 
of the Winipea Gay/Lesbian Youth said, "many 
commit suicide at a young age when they 
become aware of their sexuality and feel 
they do not enjoy the same rights as their 
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heterosexual peers." In his own case he 
said that his high school peers circulated 

a petition to have him expelled when they 

learned that he was gay. Rev. Peter Williams 

said telling children about different sex- 

ualities is no stranger that teaching about 

various religions. "I can't see it is a 

major issue, any more than I do teaching! 
our children there are Moslems in the world." | 
Betty Gross of Winnipeg said passage would’ 
push educational curricula even further from 

teaching issues such as the nuclear family 

and that it would allow homosexual teachers 

to kiss each other in school halls. (I pre- 

sume it would be O.K. if a fag kissed a 

dyke! ) 


Sidney Green (former NDP cabinet minister) 
leader of the Manitoba Progressive Party, 
said the bill's authors did not have the 
guts to say one cannot discriminate against 
another because of the way he or she seeks 
sexual gratification. "You could say every- 
citizen shall not do unto others as_ they 
would not have others do unto them. And 
you could throw out the bill's 35 pages 
of provisions." 


Mr. Filmon gets it wrong 


Still reading in the July 10th issue of 
the Winnipeg Free Press we find the above 
cutline to the lead editorial on page 6. 
"One thing which the Pawley government's 
proposed new Human Rights Code will certainly 
not do is create special status for homosex- 
uals. Conservative Leader Gary Filmon does 
himself, his party and his supporters a 
disservice by pretending it will do so." 


"The bill would prohibit employers, landlords 
eeeand others from refusing to deal with 
a customer merely because of the customer's 
sexual orientation. It would forbid the 
manager of a gay bar from refusing to serve 
a heterosexual customer merely because of 
the customer's heterosexuality. It would 
prohibit a company from firing an employee 
merely because it learns she is lesbian." 


‘"A part of Mr. Filmon's caucus opposes the 
bill on the intolerant but honest ground 
that they feel homosexuals and the homosexual 
lifestyle are evil and abhorrent. They 
are wrong in thinking that their disapproval ° 
justifies discrimination against homosexuals, 
but their position has the merit of candor. 
Mr. Filmon, however, in his awkward dance 
around gay rights, is significantly misrep- 


resenting the bill and obscuring the issues." ) 
' 


cont from page 2 


oe 
é 


i 
2 


‘said as he praised the government 


of the Manitoba 


Homosexuals branded 
as perverts by NDP MLA 


And again, on July 10, those of us in Saska- 

toon were treated to the above cutline from é 
the local Star-Phoenix. The text is credited 
to a CP wire story, the cutline creator 
we can ponder about. Objectivity is a seem- 
ingly curious thing. The text here says 
that the aforementioned Sid Green of the 
Progressive Party spoke against the bill 
and said it was dangerous and unnecessary 
and urged that it be defeated. They also 
presented Lynette Reid who pointed out that 
homosexuals aren't criminals and shouldn't 
have to live in fear. “We are people like 
everyone else," she said. Similarly, David 
Swan, a retired social worker, pointed out 
that fear of reprisal might keep many homo- 
sexuals from appearing before the committee. 
"We are decent, responsible citizens." he / 


for its 
move. 


‘The next day (July 11) The Saturday Free 


Press (still Winnipeg) says on the front 
page "GAYS, AIDS DENOUNCED AS TWIN EVILS". 
Here, Tom Cohoe, making a personal presenta- 


tion says "It's [homosexuality] a disease. 


It's a disease-like entity." Wendy Woodcock 

section of REAL Women of 

Canada said homosexuality is a psycho-sexual 

disorder and gays are a medical threat. 

She said while people should show compassion 

for gays, it should be in the form of treat- 

ment, not by feeding their needs and she 

caused a stir when she quoted an American 

study that found homosexual assaults onf, 
boys represent 50 per cent of all sexual 7 
assaults. That should indeed cause ‘a stir 

-- and one hel] of a lot of anger from the , 
pro-gay side. She goes even further to re 
worry that if Bill 47 is passed it would 

permit gays to adopt "And they could possibly’ 
use that child for sexual purposes." Revil 
Kenneth Heppner, representing Pastors' Evan-* 
gelical Fellowship, worries that Gay and 

Lesbian marriages would occur and they would; 
demand from governments family and health. 
benefits and that schools would be FORCED 

(emphasis mine) to teach homosexuality as 

a viable lifestyle. A mother worried that, 
gays and lesbians would be in day cares” 
and schools and they could have a cut and, 
wipe a little kid's mose and right there 

he could contact AIDS. 

Interestingly enough, Larry Licharson, of * 
Winnipeg Big Brothers Association said that . 


as_a rule they refuse to match boys with 
homosexual mene That to this reader, is 
not a closed, barred and barricaded door, 
but he did express concern for the young 
needing stability and not the added confusion 
that exposure to a minority lifestyle might 
create. Roland Penner said later, that 
he considered that decision to be a parental 
one and that "I don't think that our legis- 
lation applies to them." 


Gay Fathers of Winnipeg, represented by 
Ross Davidson pointed out that many gay 
fathers lose child custody battles because 
of their sexuality. Another father, said 
he was ashamed to hear MLAs voting against 
Bill 47 because he thought the war to make 


all equal before the law had been fought 
long ago. 


Const. Rene Chrismas voiced strong objection 
to being given only one hour's notice to 
present the Brandon police departments con- 
-cerns. "We expected several weeks' notice, 
not several hours." Police Chief Elliot, 
when contacted on vacation said that the 
department and the association were waiting 
for information of the new law to assist 
them in writing a brief. He also pointed 
out that Brandon was a 24 hour drive from 
Winnipeg. Chrismas said that no firm posi- 
tion had been taken but concerns had been 
discussed. For example, he said, hetero- 
sexual comon-law relationships are recognized 
by the collective agreement. Would a gay 
officer living with. someene qualify for 
those and further there is the question 
of what the presence of a gay working on 
the force would do to the morale of others? 


By July 13 the Manitoba teachers, trustees 
and superintendents stated that it defies 
all logic to equate an end to discrimination 
with the promotion of a certain lifestyle. 
"If you don't discriminate against homosex- 
uals then that doesn't lead you into promot- 
ing the homosexual lifestyle," Vera Deren- 
chuk said. "You accept who’ people are but 
you don't have to sell that way of life." 
Education Minister Jerry Storie said that 
the proposed Human Rights Code will prompt 


teaching about homosexuality in the schools 
is highly irresponsible. "I think it's 
a rather outlandish suggestion," he said. 


And so the battle raged...late into several 
nights. Acrimonious debate over the final 
reading of the government's gay rights legis- 
lation went beyond 2 a.m., July 17, over six 
hours after the beginning of the debate. 


Clarence Baker (NDP Lac du Bonnet) introduced 
an amendment that firmly stated nothing in 
the proposed code condoned or condemned the 
activities or lifestyle of the people pro- 


tected by the bill. Several barbs went back 
and forth, but the government appeard to mark 


one victory as maverick MLA Jim Walding sup- 
ported the amendment to the bill. This in- 
dicated his opposition had somewhat subsided. ° 
The other rebel backbencher Don Scott, also 
voted for the amendment. Along with Liberal 
Leader Sharon Carstairs, the government de- 
feated the Tories, unanamous in their opposi-— 
tion, 29-25. Tory whip Albert Driedger ab- 

stained as he agreed to be paired with Bill 

Urbanski, who could not attend because he was 

meeting with provincial counterparts. 


Space does not here permit a more in-depth 
report on the in-house points and counter- 
proposals. However, next issue will have 
more on this and tangental issues. Among 
those topics will be the Conservative probe 
into the legality of a government financed 
Gay pamphlet directed at those 25 and under, 
the vicious and sometimes ‘hate oriented! 
church-like positions, Section 18, nicknamed 
the 'Keegstra clause' and indeed the untimely 
intrusion of Edward Schreyer: ex-—Manitoba 
premier, ex-Govenor General of Canada, cur- 
rently High Commissioner to Australia and 


; perhaps our "Generic Homophobe." 


What is important -- even with all the hys- 
teria in the public domain -- is to learn 
from the developments in Manitoba. Quebec, 
Ontario, the Yukon and now Manitoba, have won 
their batles. We will need their wisdon and 
supprt in the future. In the interim let's 
not forget that -- 


Together there’s nothing we cart do! 


Don McNamee 


GALA - GAY AND LESBIAN AWARENESS SOCIETY OF EDMONTON 


For many years GALA-CRC has acted as an ad hoc committee of individuals striving to 
get equal rights for gays and lesbians in Alberta. To this end we have lobbied 
church organizations,unions, the human rights commissions of Alberta and Canada, 
and political parties both federally and provincially. We have also been active in 
keeping the local press aware of human rights concerns. The ad hoc committee 
decided for various reasons to incorporate under the Societies Act of Alberta. The 
organization is now officially 'GALA, GAY AND LESBIAN AWARENESS SOCIETY OF 
EDMONTON'. GALA applied for and received a step grant. We will have a researcher 
and person Friday available until the end of August. Volunteers are always welcome. 
If you wish to become involved phone Terry or Liz at 489-7998 or Barry 469-4286. 


ALBERTA FEDERATION OF LABOR 


At the annual meeting of the Alberta Federation of Labor 
meeting held this spring the following resolutions were passed. 


1. That members of the Alberta Federation of Labor lobby 
provincial and federal governments to amend human rights 
legislation to include sexual orientation as a protected 
right. 


2. To urge affiliated unions to negotiate anti-dicrimination 
clauses into collective agreements. 


3. To recommend that common-law, same sex relationships be 
recognized for the purpose of benefits. 


GALA CRC has sent the membership an open letter thanking them 


for their support, We look forward to implementation of their 
resolutions. 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATION FORMED 


A number of gay and lesbian business people, merchants, professionals, 


trades and crafts people have formed the Edmonton Lambda Business 
Council. 


One of the main objectives of the Council is the development and pro- 
motion of lesbian and gay-owned businesses especially within our own 
‘community. The Council hopes to be able to support the endeavours of 
the gay and lesbian community at large too. 


Council members encourage lesbians and gay men to patronize their 
businesses providing, of course, the goods and services offered are 
comparable to or better than those offered by straight businesses. 
They say, "Shop where people understand your lifestyle. Keep your 
dollars within our commnity." Some members of the Council offer 
discounts to members of the gay and lesbian community who identify 
themselves with a membership card from any one of a number of lesbian/ 
gay organizations or clubs. 


Founding members of the Council are: Abacus Books; Bryco Contracting; 
Daily Grind; Fritz That's It, cafe; Graham and Lane Florists; Hoo Doo 
Handicrafts; George Davison, International Futures; A.L. Kenney Accoun- 


ting Services; The Party Shoppe; Photogenus; The Roost; and Darrell M. 
Ternes, Private Tailor. 
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The group plans to issue a brochure listing members and outlining their 
services and to conduct a business fair in the Autum. 


Individuals interested in joining the group, attending its next meeting, 
Or getting more information about it can call Hazel Torrans, Hoo Doo Hand- 
icrafts, 4364091; or Tom Edge, Abacus Books, 488-9758. 


- 


BY GEOFFREY YORK 
The Globe and Mail 


WINNIPEG 


Three days of emotionally charged public 
hearings, combined with an unexpected caucus 
revolt, have jeopardized the Manitoba Govern- 
ment’s hopes of gaining smooth passage for a 
gay-rights clause in its human rights legisla- 
tion. 

The clause would prohibit employers and 
landlords from discriminating against homo- 
sexuals or bisexuals. 

If the clause is approved, Manitoba would 
become the first western province to protect 
homosexuals from discrimination. Ontario and 
Quebec are the only other provinces where 
such discrimination is prohibited. 

The Manitoba Government scheduled two 
days of hearings on the bill, but widespread 
controversy forced the hearings to be extended 

, toa third day. 

| By yesterday afternoon, more than 100 peo- 
ple had made submissions to the Legislature 
committee which is reviewing the bill. Most of 

’ the speakers were strongly opposed to its pas- 

* sage. 

' A large crowd of spectators burst into ap- 
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Public outcry, caucus defections 
endanger Manitoba gay rights 


plause at the end of each delegation’s presen- 
tation. 


Most of the opponents quoted passages from 
the Bible to explain their beliefs. One man led 
the audience in a public prayer for the legisla- 
tors. Another speaker brought her own Bible to 
the lectern and read extensively from it. 

The opponents predicted that the gay-rights 
clause will send Manitoba on the road to ruin. 
Many made comparisons to Sodom and Go- 
morrah. ; 


“Homosexuality is a disease of the mind,” 
Edward Enns said. “This Government should 
seek ways of curing it, not promoting it.” 

Mr. Enns proposed that every politician who 
voted for the clause be subjected to an AIDS 
test “‘to see if they have a conflict of interest.” 

A final vote on the clause is expected later 
this week. The vote will be extremely close. 
One member of the governing New Democrat- 


ic Party has said he will oppose the clause, and - 


another is pondering his decision. 

The clause is opposed by the 26 members of 
the opposition Conservatives. The NDP can 
count on votes from 28 or 29 of its 30-member 
caucus. The only Libera] member, Sharon 


Dating club defying 
order on AIDS tests 


Carstairs, supports the gay-rights clause. 

If both of the maverick New Democrats vote 
against the bill, the NDP will need a tie-break- 
ing vote from Speaker Myrna Phillips. 

The Manitoba hearings are strongly reminis- 
cent of the debate in Ontario last year, when a 
similar clause was approved by an alliance of 
Liberals and New Democrats. 


As in Ontario, church groups and fundamen- 
talist Christians are among the most vocal 
opponents of the bill. Only a few clergymen — 
largely from the United Church of Canada — 
are supporting the legislation. 


* The Manitoba bill, unlike the Ontario legisla- 
tion, allows an employer to discriminate 
against homosexuals if the employer can show 
that heterosexuality is a ‘“‘bona fide and rea- 
sonable requirement” of the job. 


This would guarantee that churches are 
exempt from the legislation if their religious 


beliefs make it difficult for them to hire a ° 


homosexual! minister or priest. 


But the exemption did not satisfy most of tlre! 
church leaders who spoke yesterday. The lead- 
ers — mostly Baptists and evangelical Chris- 
tians — said homosexuality is an abomination. 


OBITUARY 


Founder of 
Gay Games 


New York Times Service 


BY VICTOR MALAREK 
The Globe and Mail 


The Ontario Human Rights 
Commission has ordered the 
owner of a dating and counsel- 
ling organization to stop asking 
potential members to submit to 
an AIDS test, but the owner says 
he will not comply. 


Darrell Sabean, owner of 
Future Connections Inc., said he 
received a letter dated June 4 
from J.D. Polley, a human 
rights officer in Kingston, citing 
a comment in a local newspaper 
article that applicants would 
have to pass a test for the AIDS 
antibody before becoming 
members. 


Mr. Polley said that if Mr. 
Sabean was quoted correctly, 
“this would be in violation of the 
Ontario Human Rights Cade.”’. 

e then asked Mr. Sabean for 
a written assurance that he 
would discontinue the practice 
and state publicly that the AIDS 
test would no longer be required 
as a condition for membership. 

‘People don’t have to join my 
organization,”” Mr. Sabean, who 


runs clubs in Ottawa, Kingston 
and Belleville, said in an inter- 
view. “It is a private organiza. 
tion. 

“I do not hold a shotgun to 
anyone's head to take the test. If 
they’re offended, then they can 
join any of the dating clubs that 
don’t ask for the test.” 

Mr. Sabean said Future Con- 
nections has signed up 100 
members in three months ‘‘and 
not one was offended when asked 
to take an AIDS test. Every one 
of them happily agreed to take 
one. They think it’s a wonderful 
idea. For them, it’s protection.” 

He also said he has the full 

support of his membership. 
“They say I’m right and I 
shouldn’t back down. I think 
some would quit if 1 was forced 
to stop the AIDS testing.” 
. Toni Silberman. executive 
assistant of public affairs for the 
rights commission, said that 
“strictly speaking, the Human 
Rights Code says every person 
has a right to equal treatment 
with respect to services without 
discrimination’’ and a dating 
club is a service. 


Dr. Thomas F. Waddell, a found- 
er of the Gay Games for homosexu- 
al athletes in 1982 and a sixth-place 
finisher in the decathlon at the 1968 
Olympic Games, died at his home in 
a Francisco on Saturday. He was 
49. 

His wife, Sara Lewinstein, said 
Dr. Waddell had died of complica- 
tions related to acquired immune 
deficiency syndrome. 

Dr. Waddell, who specialized in 


' infectious diseases, was chief physi- 


cian at San Francisco’s central 
emergency centre until giving up 
the post when AIDS was diagnosed 
in June of last year. He also served 
on the board of the northern Califor- 
nia chapter of the American Civil 
Liberties Union. 

For the past year, Dr. Waddell 
was involved in a lawsuit with the 
U.S. Olympic Committee, which 
had prohibited the Gay Games from 
calling itself the Gay Olympics. 
Last month, the U.S. Supreme Court 
ruled that the USOC had the legal 
authority to bar a homosexual 
rights group from using the generic 
word ‘‘Olympics” in the name of its 
athletic games. 

Besides his wife, Dr. Waddell 
leaves a daughter, Jessica. 


Globe and Mail 


July 16, 1987 


Mother who hid her children 


given suspended sentence 


BY HEATHER MALLICK 
The Globe and Mail 


A lesbian mother who spirited her 
children out of the country and hid 
them from their father for five 
years was given a three-year sus- 
pended sentence and three years’ 
probation in a Toronto District 
Court yesterday. 

Gail Bezaire, 35, came out of the 
courthouse cheering. ‘‘I was expect- 
ing a lot worse,”’ she told 30 friends 
and supporters. “I am not going to 

’ jail, but I would have gone to pro- 
tect my children.”’ 

Last week, a jury found Mrs. 
Bezaire guilty on five counts of 
abducting her two children, Lisa, 
then 9, and Sean, then 8, from their 
father, George Bezaire, a 38-year- 
old truck driver from Windsor, Ont. 


She had testified that she took the 
children in 1980 because she be- 
lieved they were being beatem and 
that Lisa had been sexually assault- 
ed by her father. 


Mrs. Bezaire’s lawyer, Rebecca 
Shamai, said the sentence was a 
. Sign that Canadian courts are ‘‘inch- 
ing’’ toward a recognition of the 
seriousness of domestic abuse. 

Mr. Bezaire, who has custody of 
his children, came out of the court- 
house enraged. Accompanied by his 
second wife, his mother and son, 
Sean, as well as Mrs. Bezaire’s 
family, which has supported him 
throughout the trial, he denounced 
the sentence as too lenient. 

“I’ve had it with these lesbians,” 


- Word is out ' 
« onthe | 
Gay Olympics) 


Edmonton Sun 
July 14, 1987 


he said. ‘‘Where is justice?” 

“I thought we would walk out of 
here happy,” he told reporters, 
saying his former wife had used the 
press and disgraced the family and 
should have been jailed for at least 
214 years ‘‘or whatever.” 

When his mother began complain- 
ing to reporters about the sentence, 
Mr. Bezaire shoved her away and 
told her to shut up. 

Pulling his wife toward him by 
the arm, he said: ‘‘Tell them.” 

‘There is no abuse at our home,” 
Sue Bezaire said. 

“The only abuse was when I got 
married (to Gail),”’ he said. ‘‘] went 
through 15 years of hell.” 

His mother interrupted, ‘‘And I 
did too.” With television cameras 
rolling, Mr. Bezaire hit his mother 
on the chest with the back of his 
hand to silence her so that he could 
tell the story himself. 

Sean Bezaire, now 15, said his 
mother should have been jailed for 
at least 10 years, five years for each 
of the children. ‘‘She kidnapped us,” 
he said. 

“She’s my mother and I still love 
her, but if she went to jail, maybe 
she’d have time to think about what 
she did,”’ he said. 

Mrs. Bezaire testified that she 
left her husband in 1974 because he 
beat her when she was pregnant and 
sexually assaulted her a few days 
after she gave birth. That same 
year, Mr. Bezaire pleaded guilty to 
assaulting his wife by slapping her 
across the mouth. 


WASHINGTON (UPI) — The US. Su- 
preme Court told homosexuals yesterday 
they cannot call their international sports 
event the “Gay Olympics,” ruling that 
Olympic officials have exclusive rights to 
the word “Olympic.” 

The justices, on a 7-2 vote, upheld pro- 
visions in the Amateur Sports Act of 1978, 
which gives the U.S. and International 
Olympic Committees contro] over com- 
mercial and promotional use of the word 
“Olympic.” 


In 1979, a Windsor judge gave 


custody of the children to Mr. Be- 
zaire after Mrs. Bezaire violated a 
court order to maintain a stable 
residence and refrain from lesbian 
relationships. 

The judge said lesbianism did not 
fit the moral values of Canadians. 

Mrs. Bezaire was allowed occa- 
sional weekend visits, and on one of 
them discovered bruises on Sean’s 
body and injuries on Lisa that sug- 
gested sexual assault, the court 
heard. 

She then fled with the children to 
the United States. In October, 1985, 
Mr. Bezaire received a telephone 
call from Lisa and travelled to Phi- 


ladelphia to pick her up from the « 


home of a family with whom she 
was living. 


A month later, Mrs. Bezaire sur- _.. 


rendered to police in Windsor and 
eventually revealed Sean’s where- 


abouts. The boy was returned to his © 


father. 

In sentencing, Judge Sidney 
Dymond said the jury’s guilty ver- 
dict meant that Mrs. Bezaire’s alle- 
gations about sexual abuse of her 
children were not true. 

However, the judge said that Mrs. 
Bezaire truly believed her children 
were in danger from their father. 

Judge Dymond said she was tak- 
ing Mrs. Bezaire’s suffering into 
account. The five years spent on the 
run with the children were in them- 
selves a:type of imprisonment, a 
“living hell’? for everyone con- 


cerned, she said. Globe and Mail 
July 14, 1987 


Because the U.S. Olympic Committee 
is a private group and not a governmental 
agency, the justices said, it is not subject 
to federal anti-discrimination law. 


Jack Murphy, a spokesman for San 
Francisco Arts and Athletics, called the 
decision a defeat for the First Amend- 
ment guarantee of freedom of speech. 


He said the group will continue plans 
for Gay Games III, to be held in Vancou- 
ver, in 1990. 


Debate over AIDS tests 
deadlocks committee 


BY DOROTHY LIPOVENKO 
The Globe and Mail 


The question of mandatory testing has s 
troubled Canada’s national’ advisory ihe 
mittee on AIDS that it will take months for 
members to decide who, if anyone, should 
be screened. 


Their debate centres on whether prison- 
ers, prospective immigrants and convicted 
violent sex offenders should be tested. 

“We can’t ignore it; it is an issue,” savs 
Dr. Walter Schlech, a committee member 
and associate professor of medicine at 
Dalhousie University in Halifax. 

The federally appointed group has grap- 
pled with such issues as whether a hospital 
‘worker, accidentally stuck by a needle 
when drawing blood, should have the right 
to demand a patient be tested for the AIDS 
virus; what to do with a convicted rapist 
who tests positive for the virus, and how 
medical attendants should handle the after- 
math of an accident in which a driver’s 


blood poses the threat of contamination. 

Opinion is so diverse that it will take 
several months before the committee, con- 
sisting of medical and legal experts on 
acquired immune deficiency syndrome, will 
have recommendations for Health Minister 
Jake Epp. 

The group’s recommendations carry 

_ much weight with the federal Government, 

which is proceeding more cautiously than 
the Reagan Administration. 

(President Ronald Reagan has recently 


called for routine AIDS tests for immi- 
grants, prisoners and people who plan to 
marry. The move, however, has been criti- 
. Cized in some quarters as a knee-jerk politi- 
cal reaction to public fear. He was given 
advice against testing from the U.S. Sur- 
geon-General and other public health offi- 
cials.) : 
“Testing is not a solution (to contain the 
spread of the disease) but creates new prob- 
lems,”” warns Dr. Norbert Gilmore, chair- 
man of the national advisory com- 
mittee. ‘‘The issue is not the testing, 
but what you do with the results’ 
because there is no cure for the 
disease. 
“We have to be careful. A lot of 
the issues raised by compulsory 
testing go to the heart of the fabric 
of Canadian society, such as (the 
right to) privacy,” he said. 
The spectre of compulsory testing 
has been raised by Britisn Colum- 
bia’s proposed legislation that 
would empower health officials to 
quarantine an AIDS carrier who is 
likely to infect others with the fatal 
disease, spread by contact with 
body fluids such as blood and se- 
men. 
Opponents of the bill say it will 
have the same undesirable effect as 
compulsory testing — driving un- 
derground those people who might 
Otherwise get themselves tested, 
but in this case would be fearful of 
the consequences. 


Blood tests can detect the pres- 


ence of antibodies to the AIDS vi- 
rus, confirming a person has been 
exposed to the disease and can in- 
fect others. A person who tests posi- 
tive is believed to be infectious for 
life and has at least a one in three 
chance of developing AIDS or a 
related illness. (AIDS destroys the 
body’s immune system, leaving a 
person susceptible to disease.) 

The tests are available free; labs 
that screen blood samples requisi- 
tioned by physicians do not know 
their origin because a number or a 
person’s initials are used. 

But anonymity would quickly 
disappear if testing becomes man- 
datory, says Dr. Catherine Hankins, 
director of Montreal’s Regional 
Sexually Transmitted Diseases 
Control Program. And enforced 
testing, as a condition of employ- 
ment, for example, would create a 


‘black market in negative test re- 


sults, she said. 

Advocates of testing argue that it 
will curtail the spread of the dis- 
ease. But opponents believe the way 
to control AIDS is by persuading 
people to change behavior that 
endangers others: drug addicts 
should stop sharing needles and 
condom use should be encouraged. 

“Those who change their high- 
risk activities the least are people 
who test negative,’’ Dr. Hankins 
says. This false sense of security is 
dangerous because it takes several 
weeks to several months after ini- 
tial exposure to the AIDS virus for 
antibodies to develop to a detectable 
level, meaning that some tests 


come back falsely negative. 

“‘Mandatory testing will not de- 
tect everyone infected,” says Ro- 
bert Tivey, director of AIDS Van- 
couver. ‘‘The implications of this 
blood test are far greater than any 
other blood test that’s ever been 
done.’’ The emotional stress of test- 
ing positive led to two recent sui- 
cides in Vancouver. 


“A lot of people in the gay com- 
munity will practice safe sex but 
would rather not take the test. A 
positive result is like living with a 
death sentence,” he said. 

While the debate continues over 
which groups if any should be 
screened, Canadian doctors are 
Struggling with the ethical chal- 
lenge to patient confidentiality 
posed by the antibody tests. Thou- 
sands of Canadians are voluntarily 


taking the test; they may belong to - 


a high-risk group and want to know 
if they are infected or, they may be 


donating blood, sperm or transplant : 


organs, all of which require screen- 
ing for the virus. 

The most frequent dilemma is 
that of the doctor who learns that a 


bisexual patient tests positive. The 
physician cannot inform the man’s 
wife or girl friend that he is infec- 
tious without permission; if the man 
will not disclose the condition to his 
partner, where does the doctor’s 
responsibility lie? 

“The physician is in a bind,” says 
Dr. Norman Da Sylva, co-ordinator 
of the Canadian Medical Associa- 
tion’s council on health care. 
“There is no legal provision that 
makes it possible for people at risk 
to be informed of the situation be- 
cause of patient confidentiality.” 


At its annual meeting next month, 
the CMA is expected to clarify the 
confidentiality issue and the in- 
creasing concern about occupation- 
al exposure in hospitals. There 
appears to be a growing body of 
support for some form of testing in 
hospitals as more and more staff 
assert their demand for protection. 

“I think physicians are leaning to 
mandatory testing across the board 
for all hospital admissions,’’ says © 
Dr. Arthur Parsons, head of the 
CMA’s ethics committee. 

But hospitals recognize. patient 
testing may not be possible, given 
that informed consent is necessary. 
At Toronto General Hospital, con- 
cerns of operating-room staff 
prompted a proposal to treat all 
surgery patients as though they 
were carrying the AIDS virus. 

This would involve disposable 
anesthetic tubing, disposable" 
drapes, requiring staff to double- 
glove, and double bagging and isola- 
tion of all blood products removed 
during surgery for later analysis. 

Lynn Shepherd, an_ operating- 
room nurse whose AIDS -question- 
naire for her colleagues led to the 
proposals, said 88 of 92 respondents 
favored mandatory testing for all 
surgical patients. 

“I think there should be mandato- 
ry testing for convicted rapists. The 
victim has a right to know if the 
offender is infected,” says Dr. Mark 
Wainberg, director of AIDS re- 
search at Montreal’s Jewish Gener- 
al Hospital and a member of the 
national advisory committee. 

There are at least five prisoners 
in federal jails who have been 
placed in protective custody — seg- 
regated from other prisoners for 
their own safety — because they are 
carrying the AIDS virus. 

Dr. Wainberg and Dr. Schlech at 
Dalhousie University both suggest 
compulsory screening for new 
immigrants, only because their 
treatment, should they get sick, 
would further strain health-care 
budgets. 

But Gordon Jessamine, acting 
chief of surveillance and research 
at Ottawa’s National Aids Centre, 
disagrees. 

“It’s a very simple thing to say 
‘let’s test all the immigrants,’ ”’ Dr. 
Jessamine said. ‘‘But can we de- 
pend on a test that comes from a 
developing country? Would it meet 
an acceptable Canadian standard?”’ 


